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Book-It Has Been Honored With a 2009 

Theatre Communications Group/MetLife Aha! Think It Grant 
One of Five Groups Nationally to Receive the $25,000 Grant 

SEATTLE, WA October 20, 2009 ñ In early October, Book-It Repertory Theatre was proud to learn that Theatre 

Communications Group, the national organization for the American theatre (TCG), announced that they were among 

the second round of recipients for the MetLife/TCG A-ha! Program: Think it, Do It.  

The Seattle company received $25,000 toward research and development. As part of its five-year strategic 

plan, Book-It had planned to undertake an assessment of the success of their mission: to transform great literature into 

great theatre through simple and sensitive production and to inspiring its audiences to read. The òThink Itó program is well timed to 

fold into the process to learn how Book-Itõs work affects literacy in its constituent communities and whether planned 

steps for the future are founded in real need. 

Book-It was selected from a highly competitive group of applicants; a panel of noteworthy judges awarded 

grants to five theatres totaling $150,000. TCG and MetLife believe the need for innovation and creativity is necessary 

to advance a project, a field or a country. To fill the void of support for new ideas and experimentation for theatre 

practitioners in the professional, not-for-profit theatre field, MetLife Foundation and TCG partnered last year to 

create the A-ha! Program. It is designed to foster creative thinking and action among TCG member theatres.  

The A-ha! Program, has two components (and theatres can only apply to one). Think It grants (up to $25,000) 

give theatre professionals the time and space for research and development; and Do It grants (up to $50,000) support 

the implementation and testing of new ideas. The program supports risk-taking, reflection, experimentation and 

the development of creative strategies. It is hoped that the larger field will benefit from new best practices that emerge 

from the program The process and progress of all of the recipients will be chronicled on the TCG website, 

www.tcg.org and the A-ha! blog, aha.tcg.org. 

In addition to Book-It, the other 2009 A-ha! Project recipients are East West Players, Childsplay, Inc., Salvage 

Vanguard Theater, and Clubbed Thumb.  

 

About Book-It Repertory Theatre 

Under the 20-Year artistic leadership of Jane Jones and Myra Platt, Book-It Repertory Theatre, has become a 

leader in the narrative theatre movement. Book-It is a non-profit organization with a dedication to great literature and 

quality theatre experiences through simple, sensitive and imaginative production, and to inspiring its audiences to read. 

The company is funded, in part, by generous contributions from corporations and foundations, and hundreds of 

individuals who share our passion for literature.  
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